
• To recall information about the play based on previous experience.

• To read and explore the language and form of The Prologue.

• To visually summarise The Prologue.

To be able to understand the content, language and form of The Prologue 
to ‘Romeo and Juliet’.

Success Criteria

Aim



Today, we start our study of Romeo and Juliet – one of Shakespeare’s most 
famous plays.

What do you know about the play already? Write a sticky note for everything 
you know, and put it on the board!

What Do You Know?



Here is some information about the play. 

• ‘Romeo and Juliet’ was written by William Shakespeare in around 1595.

• He took inspiration from a number of stories about the lovers which were around 
in the 1500s, although he changed some of the details to create his own version.

• One of the main sources was probably a poem by Arthur Brooke called
‘The Tragicall Historye of Romeus and Juliet’. 

• The play would have been performed in a theatre which was open to the sky, 
with seats for the wealthy theatre-goers and standing room only for the poorer 
theatre-goers, or groundlings.

• All of the women in the play – including Juliet – would have been played by men.

• The play has inspired many stage and film versions over the 
centuries – and even a ballet!

The Play



The play starts with a short speech from the Chorus. The Chorus was a 
single person, not a character in the play, whose job it was to introduce and 
occasionally comment on the action.

The speech given by the Chorus is The Prologue – it comes before the start 
of the play and helps to set the scene.

The Prologue



The Prologue: Content

WHO is the play about?
WHAT is the play about?
WHEN is the play set?
WHERE is the play set?
WHY does the action of the play happen?
HOW does it end?

Original Text Modern Translation



• How many lines are in The Prologue?

• Do any of the lines rhyme?

• Can you divide The Prologue up into separate thoughts or ideas?

• Does the structure of The Prologue remind you of anything?

The Prologue: Form and Structure

• 14 lines long.

• Rhyming scheme of ABAB CDCD EFEF GG.

• Divided into quatrains.

• A volta or change of direction is usually found around line 9.

• End with a rhyming couplet.

Shakespearean Sonnets



What do these phrases tell you about Romeo and Juliet?

The Prologue: Language

Ancient 
grudge

Star-cross’d

Death-mark’d 
love



Can you summarise the action of The Prologue into key stages? Place a 
quotation from The Prologue underneath each picture.

Draw It!


